1. OLD ITALIC SCRIPTS

(Etruscan, Oscan, Umbrian, Messapic, Faliscan and Picene)

* OLD ITALIC: DEFINITION AND ORIGINS

“Old Italic” is an umbrella term for a range of alphabetic scripts that werge in the Italian
peninsula prior to the rise of the Roman Empire and the consequent spread of the Latin script.
The alphabets were not identical, but they do have a common core to which individual alphabets
add specific characters. Nor were the alphabets static once they developed.
The OId Italic alphabets were developed from the west Greek alphabet, which ctatyevia the
Greek colonies on Sicily and along the west coast of Italy. The Etruscans adapteekthal@@rabet
to write Etruscan sometime during the 6th century BC, or possibly earlier. Most of the othe
alphabets used in Italy are thought to have derived from the Etruscan alphabet.
The alphabets unified as “Old Italic” include: Etruscan, Oscan, Umbrian, NorttePBeuth
Picene, Faliscan and archaic Latin.

» ETRUSCAN

Before Rome became the dominant state of the Italic peninsula and imposed itsacultiarguage
on the noARoman ltalic population, there were a bewildering number of ethnic and linguistic groups
that thrived in the Italic peninsula.

One of the most dominant and pafuéof these groups was the Etruscans, the first people in the
Italian peninsula to learn to write and from them writing spread to other cultutes kbélian
peninsula such as the Romans.

However, little is known about the Etruscans or their language.

The Etruscan language has never been conclusively shown to be related to any other laiguage in t
world. The problem is compounded by the fact that the textual corpus is limited in scope, mwstly fr
tombstones. There are some bilingual texts with Phoenician, but they are short and few m numbe

As a consequence, the Etruscan language remains poorly understood.

The Etruscan alphabet is thought to have been developed from the Euboean Greek alphabet.
The earliest known inscription dates from the middle of the 6th century BC.
More than 10,000 Etruscan inscriptions have been found on tombstones, vases, statues, mirrors an
jewellery. One of the most famous is the Tablets of Pyrgi, golden plates discovég&diwith text
from the Etruscan sanctuary at Pyrgi, the port of Caeres. Fragments of a Etruscaad®ok imen
have also been found, it is known as “Liber Linteus”.
Most Etruscan inscriptions are written in horizontal lines from right to left,doo¢ sire left to
right and a few are even boustrophedon (running alternately left to right then righk to left

There are various stages of the Etruscan alphabet:
1.- The Archaic Etruscan alphabet (&th centuries BC.)
The "Archaic" alphabet was used between the 8th and 4th century BC, before the Etruscans
were part of the Roman Empire.
2.- The NeeEtruscan alphabet (48rd centuries BC.). A transitional stage, influenced by Latin.
3- The Late Etruscan alphabet™{BC.—F'AD.) The "Late" version was used at a time when
Etruscan as a language was rapidly being replaced by Latin. Knowledge of Etrudtadiéidaut
by the 1st century AD.

The Etruscan alphabet was the foundation for many other alphabets such as Oscan, Umbrian, and
maybe even Futhark. However, its descendent, the Latin alphabet, would come to be one of the most
widely used alphabets in the world.

ALPHABETUM is the more complete font you can find at the present time, since itnsomiast
of the character variants used in Etruscan script. Please see the chiataxci&elow.



+ OSCAN

Another ethnic Italic group are the Oscans, who occupied the southern part of the Peninsals. tha
not settled by Greeks. Oscan is believed to have been spoken in Samnium, Campania, Lucania and
Abruzzo.

The Oscan speakers adopted the Etruscan alphabet to write their language.

This event probably occurred around the 7th century BC. but the first evidence of the Oscan
alphabet did not appear until the 5th century BC. in the form of inscriptions on coins. Because the
Oscan language is Indeuropean, its phonology is different from that of Etruscan. As a result, many
letters not used in Etruscan but inherited from Greek were revived to denote Oscan sduads suc
[b], [g], and [d]. Sometimes the [u] letter is used to denote the [0] sound (which did not exist in
Etruscan and therefore there was no letter for it). Also, two new lettersrwergad during the 4th
century BC, namely i and U, for the long vowels [i;] and [u:]. The total tally of letters Dgte@n
alphabet is therefore 21.

The Oscan alphabet is written from right to left. Also, to mark separation betweds) & dot is used.

More than 300 Oscan inscriptions, dating from between 400 and 79 BC, have been found in
various sites in southern Italy: “Cippus Abellanus”, “Tabula Bantina”, “Tabula Agndoa” e

As Rome conquered territory occupied by Oscans, it assimilated the Oscan people intoghe R
world. As a consequence, the Oscan ethnic identity and culture disappeared, and the Osgen langua
ceased to be spoken and written by the end of the 1st century AD.

* UMBRIAN

Another language spoken in ancient Italy was Umbrian, in the region of Umbria.

Umbrian is known to us primarly from the “Tabulae Iguvinae”, seven bronze tablets, daing fr
between about 350 and 50 BC, which contains some notes on ceremonies texlfstgpuests.

These plates are almost the only examples of the Umbrian alphabet that have been found.

The Umbrian alphabet is likewise of Etruscan origin.

The Umbrian is written from right to left and two dots are used to mark separati@ehetards.

» MESSAPIC

The Messapic alphabet is thought to have derived directly from the Greek alphabethsather
developing from the Etruscan alphabet.

The Messapic language was not related to the other languages of Italy. It cegaitethat Messapic
is of lllyrian descent, having been brought over across the Adriatic.

The only known inscriptions in the Messapic alphabet date from the 2nd and 1st centuries BC.

Some inscriptions have come down to us in the native alphabet, but others are writte neidtle ttanes.

* PICENE

Picene is less of a linguistic concept than a geographical one; there being twastiasty(dnrelated)
varieties: northern Picene and southern Picene, generally listed together, buffguistdi

Southern Picene has much in common with the @abrian group.

However, it is doubtful whether northern Picene is even-Ewopean.

* LATINIAN DIALECTS (FALISCAN and LATIN)

The Latinian dialects are those that preserve-Eulmpean /qu/. Faliscan is of this type, though it
shows a good deal of borrowing from its neighbor languages. Faliscan is very closety telaatin.

Latin, once restricted to a small area of Latium (archaic Latin), soon bevamikidtial language of
the Empire (classical Latin) and gave rise to the modern Romance languagiphalbet has survived
to the present and is the basis for the modern western European scripts.
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The ALPHABETUM Unicode font contains the 35 Old Italic characters encoded by the Unicode
Consortium in the Supplementary Multilingual Plane (Plane 1), plus other 175 chanadteigafe
Use Area) needed to type the languages described above.

ALPHABETUM is for the moment the only Unicode font which offers such wide coveragddfor O
Italic scripts.

OLD ITALIC. ALPHABETUM GLYPH CHART

These are the 215 glyphs required to represent Old Italic scripts in electrodicdextents.
Less characteres would be required if duplications of glyphs were eliminated, wbiclo recommend.
Duplications of glyphs facilitate the task of entering Old Italic charaptesent in Private Use Area
via Insert/Symbol in Word or by using BabelMap, since they are encoded as a string in alphauuker.
Most of the characters shown below are not found in the Unicode 4.0 specification.
IMPORTANT NOTICES: 1) There is not full consensus among specialists camgéngishapes,
number and even attributions to letters of OId Italic characters, so that you will grébedldome
shape discrepancies or unexpected locations of any characters in the following chart.
2) | am well aware that some glyphs inserted in ALPHABETUM are surely superflobowsver |
prefer to err on the safe side and to include an unnecessary glyph for a letter than to omit one.
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» OSCAN

The Oscan alphabet.
Ad>4d3 1JIBIAIHMHHNDAITVEEVY

a bgde vz hiklmnwporstufi «

Sample text “Cippus Abellanus” (Boundary stone from Abella)

JIIAM-FY A9 TR 33 RN M JZIAH-FY IMIQITZIT+HY IAH

TUHATAFIRYLITL 1AV YN TFAIA-FIUY 993T2-QY MY M

JITAM-MERE FYHA LIS RE3S YA -HEHE-FY QI8 -39

W TRARAYN-IRMM-FYHATY! FY TAANYTTINH-FY FINTY |

adIYHEYRAT IAIS-HA AT [FYHAIYH-LY IRATIHIS-F P9I

VARV TRYN MR [RF]YHAIIIAFY TAONHEA[. . . |
> UMBRIAN

Sample text “Tabulae Iguvinae” (Iguvian tablet I)

V13IN3:23TAIAIINARITAMV PRAI1:T T3
:23aNA4130:23033301:23AN V1:231AN A
VINITVAIIdA:V138:8V 43aT:1aVIAAN 3T VI
INVAIO:VHIIRIAIO:VT13:83MIAI8ATV TA]
MVIR:VTHI8ANIIVA:ATT1ATV T:VIRIS.AFAV
:233dAF1FIAVIMINZIT: 83T VA
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» ETRUSCAN

Sample text Golden tablets from Pyrgi
Side A

|
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/- DI -AIMT -AT
AYAITA4-A43AMAd
AIM30-AdTAIAINY
A830-ATV O-daM-AR
dA2-2ANAIEA-131d
VAavT-AINaavLH
¢AAY O-ATANYM 2D
ADAI-AAAAMNAT
13Q-1>->AN-RAAAIY T
TIAMAIZAT -dAAdY 4 -]
A2A2dA-29>AdI-34A
DAJIT-ANAATA->AN
A2AVDA-AATIAIAZ -JA
MAQaR/-MINATI-A3
IN1-A>AINZ-JIAQ-39
-AAYmv

Sample text “Liber Linteus”

ANV Amans izt YARA M HAD 24 DINITAVANYIE DAY -GVEH-ND 1A-DIR
44049 B g1 1A 0NA0 Y e P404ad  FAYVEIMHAITID-OMAONYH-AINT-OY A]
HAON YN AIMI50aNeA%IIMmagliat MAOMVN-3dVIV £-0318dA%-1AMAS 13+

REMINDER: ALPHABETUM Unicode font provides a lot of glyph variants for Old Italic languages,
but remember that ALPHABETUM is a computerized font. Ancient scribes and ergychdeot have
word processors. A word processor cannot duplicate the various epigraphical and handwriteg nua
such as the size of caps, long descenders, etc.

Juan-José Marcos jmag0042@guindo.cnice.mecd.es
Developer of thALPHABETUM Unicode fontfor ancient scripts.
http://guindo.cnice.mecd.es/~jmag0042/alphaeng.html
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